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Te Honour and Impartiality of the Houſe of Commons 


ſet forth in the Caſe of Sir William Wyndham. 


2 


1 is not to be denied, but that the Liberty of the Eng/1/h 


depencs chiefly, if not folely, upon the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who being the Repreſentatives of the People, 


ought therefore to be the Guardians of their Liberties. To 


this End every Member of that Houſe hath a right to ſpeak 
his Senſe of Things relating to the Publick, with all free- 
dom in the worſt of Times; that hath never, that I know 
of, been denied (unleſs you will except thoſe days when Cli- 
ver Cromwell kept his Rump Parliament in due Order;) 
and when that Right is Invaded, whether by Red-Coats and 
Courtiers within, or by Red. Coats without Doors, our Con- 
fitution ſeems pretty near its Setting; and all that remains, 
is for the Friends to Eng/and to ſtand it out as long as 
they can, and then to make as decent an Exit as their Ene- 
mies will afford them, tis TOES: 
Confidering the Paſhons and Intereſts of Mankind, the 
Places and Penſions from Court, and the late Methods pra- 
Ctiſed at Elections, an uncorrupted Parliament was no more 
to be expected than an uncorrupted Court. Neither, on the 
other hand, was it to be imagin'd that any Tribe of Men, 
who have the Honour to (it in Parliament, ſhould fall foul 
upon a Member of their own Houſe, bait him for ſeveral 
Hours together, threaten him with Expulſion, the Tower, 
and God knows what, and all for his only ſay ing he thought 
a Proclamation Dangerous + As if a Man might as well 


commit Treaſon, as ſpeak againſt a Paper that hath G. R. 


at the Top, and 1 d at the Bottom. 


Whether the Proclamation be Dangerous or not, doth not 


as yet appear to that Houſe, becauſe the Gentleman, who 
u'sd the Expreſſion, was not allow'd an Opportunity to give 


his Reaſons for it; but, on the comrary, was Cenſur'd for 


what he ſaid; and is repreſented by the Scriblers of Lon. 
don and Amſterdam, who are in a ftrift League with one as 


nother, as it be had been guilty of ſome. notorious Crime, 
for which he was glad to make a very mean Submiſſion. 


This is the State of the Caſe as it ſtands upon the 


Books of the Houſe, and is reported by our faſhionable 
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News- Writers; and I was in hopes ſome one would have 
taken Care before this to ſet the Whole In a true Light, 
but ſince that hath hitherto, either thro* Fear or R emiſs- 
neſs, been neglected, I thought it might be of publick Ser- 


vice to undertake it; both to vindicate the injurd Gentle- 


man, and to give the World a Sample of what we are to 
hope for from Men, who, in the Infancy of Power, before 
it be ſtrengthen d by I ime, and grown wanton with Suc- 
ceſs, dare act in ſo flagrant a manner. * 
The Report from the Committee of Ways and Means 
being before the Houſe, Sir William Whitlock, who loves 
to be merry, and often makes others ſo, by accident ſaid, 
That the prefent Parliament may truly be call'd the Re- 
preſentatives of the People, becauſe it was fairly choſen, 
without Bribery, or the Interpotition of the Courr, and even 
unbyaſs'd by that anwarrantable Proclamation, by which 
the Parliament was call' d. Whether the Court-Party took 
this in an Ironical Senſe or not, I cannot ſay; but fo it 
was, the Speech gave great Offence, they were fir d upon 
it, the Words were taken down, and poor Sir Villiam was 
to be ſent to the Tower. Old Sir William behav'd himſelf 
with his uſual Spirit of Undauntedneſs; and tho' the To- 
er be but a cold Lodging for a Man of Fourſcore, he did 
not ſeem to fear it, bur yet did not refuſe to explain himſelf, 
by addrefling to the Speaker in theſe Words; Sir, I am 
not certain that I uſed the Word unwairrantable ; but I will 
take upon me to ſay the Proclamation is an unprecedented 
one. And upon this the Heat for the preſent abated ; and 
what appear'd Lenity in the Houſe, was an Apprehenſion 
how unpopvlar it would have been to bave treated a Man 
of Sir William's Years and Character with roughneſs. 
It happen'd in the Debate upon this Occaſion, that Mr. 
Comptroller mov d, that fince that Proclamation gave Gen- 
tlemen Offence, a Day might be appointed to take it into 
+ Confideration ; and Sir Villiam Wyndham immediately ſe- 
conded the Motion: But Mr. Sith oppoſed. it, as being 
then irregular, becauſe the Houſe was already upon the 
Reſolutions of the Committee; thu? at the ſame time 
he declar'd, that when zhar Bufineſs ſhould be over, be 


would ſecond any Gentleman who ſhould make the afore« | 


us 


Thus far things went pretty well; the Buſineſs of the Day 
was purſu'd; and all Animoſities ſeemd to ſleep : Altho? 
it was plain the Court-Party lay upon the Watch for an Op 
portuniry ro Sowſe (as my L—d T4 expreſſech himſelf ) 
ſome Body. Nor were they long without what they want- 
ed; for, it ſeems, in the late Debate, Mr. 4://aby bad ſaid, 
he would not have laid fo great Strets on Sir Milliam Whit- 
lock Words, if he had not obſerv'd that another Gentleman 
(meaning Sir William Wyndham) had on a former Occaſion 
reflected upon the Proclamation, Sir Villiam Wyndham, 


vrho perceiv'd himſelf ſtruck at, and delir'd to be ſer right 


in the Opinion of the Houſe, at a proper time, frankly 


 own'd he had in a former Debate declar'd, he thought the 


Proclamation to be Dangerous, and that he ill was of the 
ſame Opinion; to jultify which, he renew'd the Motion 
for a Day to take the Proclamation into Conſideration; 
and Mr. Smith, by ſeconding the Motion, very honouras 
bly acquitted himſelf of his late Promiſe. 

Here now the Buſineſs was fer in a right Channel, and 
there ſeem'd no room for Debate. A Motion was firſt 
made by a V hig, and ſeconded by a Tory; and afterwards 
the ſame Motion was made by a Tory, and ſeconded by a 
Whigs and both Sides might have agreed without further 
Contention. : 2 

Neither did the Reaſon of the Thing admit of a Di- 
Ipute: For if the Proclamation was thought ro be Da- 
gerous by any Member, why ſhould not he be allow'd ro 
give his Reaſons at a convenient Time; unleſs it was ap: 
prehended his Keaſons might be too convincing ? And if 
the Court-Party did not really think the Proclamation to 
be Dangerous, why did they not lay hold on this Opps 
tunity of ſhewing the perverſe querulous Spitit of their 
Antagoniſts ? Ler any one give a tolerable Account of this 
reſtiveneſs in them, and I ſhall be ſatisfy'd; Nay, I could 


be content with any thing but juſt what they gravely pre- 
tended, That it would be an Affront ro the K—g for the 


Conimons to appoint a Day to confider his Proclamation. 
The Truth is, the Court-Party did not like to have any 

Inquiſition into their Proceedings: What they do muſt be 

ſwallow'd down, like Potions, 1mp! icitely, wirhour ſtrain- 


ing; without examination, And altho' the /e pretend 
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that Kings are accountable to their Subjects for their AQtis 
ons, yet they will not allow any one Act of a Whig-Mi⸗ 
niltry to be tcach'd, or ſo much as examin'd into. ET 
So now, far from cotnplying with Sir Villiam Vynd- 
 bam's Motion, they ſpring a new. Deſign, and are reſolv'd 
to humble him for his preſuming to meddle with ſo Sa- 
cred a Thing as a Proclamation. A printed one they want, 

and it luckily falls our Lord Finch has one in his Pocket, 
which he pulls out, and they order to be read. Then Sir 
William is call'd upon to proceed immediately to make 
good, what is term'd his Charge upon the Proclamation 
and he is given to underſtand, that if he doth not do this 
inſtantly, and to their full Satisfaction, he ſhall be an - 
{werable for his Dangerous Reflections. i 
Bchold the State of the Queſtion quite chang'd. Sir 
William Wyndbam from being Plamiff is become Defen- 
dant; and inftead of being allow?d a Day to prove his 
Propolition, he is frequently and loudly call'd upon to 
anſwer for his Preſumption, and that immediately, upon 
the Spot, or let him take what follows. ; Sr 
Tais he conceiv'd unreaſonable ; nor was it to be ima- 
gin'd he could be prepar'd for the Ercounter ; the whole 
Det a'e happen'd by an Accident, ſo that he couid not be 
ex bected to have Materials ſuitable to the Occaſion. He 
offer d it to the Houſe, that, by the Privileges of the Houſe, 
ro Member can be call'd upon to Speak; That he appre- 
tended it to he the Duty of every Member to lay befors 
the Houſe any At of State, which appears in his Under- 
ſtanding to be Irregular or Dangerous; That the Expreſſion 
he us d was Parliamentary, and therefore that he was no 
more concern'd in it than any other Member, much leſs 
anſwerable for it; That in point of Order, when any Mem- 
ber brings before the Houſe a Matter of Conſequence, he 
ought to have a Day appointed, if he requires it, to give 
the Houſe the beſt Information he can therein. And then 
Sir William concluded, with infilting upon his Motion. 

But it was in vain 10 urge all this, and a great deal more 
that was ſaid by Gentlemen on the ſame Side. Nay, to | 
prove that the Proclamarion, that was read to be falſe Print- f. 
ed, and conſequently not the King's. Still the louder Noiſe | 

was tor the Courtiers; and even Mr. Smith, who Os 
hehe £0 | enavd 


(3) 
behav'd by ſeconding Sir Williams Motion, was now ob- 
ſerv'd to turn Penitent, and to Chime in with great 
Warmth and much Elcquence, in his Way, againit Sir 
William. How requiſite is double Zeal and double Dili- 
gence at certain JunQures ! tho}, after all, the falſe Step 
de made in ſeconding Sir William's Motion, was not 
his Faulr, becauſe the Matter had not been concerted bes 
fore-hand, and at that time he did noi know on which Side 
it might be judged proper for him to be. N 
At length, after a long and hot Debate, Mr. Poultney 
became a Reconciler. He aggravated Sir Villiams Offence, 
as he termed it, to the higheſt Degree. He declar'd Sir 
William to be within the Power of the Houſe (which no 
body doubted) and at their Mercy (from which Good Lord 
deliver us!) He recommended Lenity and Moderation, and 
concluded with a Motion to adjourn, i. e. to drop the Affair 
entirely. But this Sir William oppoſed with Warmth, de- 
claring it to be ſtill his Opinion, that he had not:exreedsd 
the Duty of a Member, and therefore that he ſtood not in 
need of Mercy; and then inſiſted upon bis Motion. Hereupon 
Mr. Poultney retracted his Lenity, and moved that the Que- 
ſtion before debated might ſtand; which was put, and carried. 
After which it was objected, that in Point of Order no 
Member ougbt to be cenſur'd for Words by him ſpoken, 
unleſs the expreſs Words had been particularly taken down 
before the Debate: Whereas here there had not only been 


2 Debate, bur alſo a Diviſion of the Houſe, fince the offen- 


ſive words had been ſpoken. And this Point of Order the 
Honourable Speaker, when appeal'd to, did declare to be 
as was open d. Which Particular I own is no further eſſen- 
tial, than as it ſhews tha! the known Rules of their own 
Houſe were of as little We ght with them, as the Juſtice 
of Sir Williams Cauſe, ard of leſs Weight with them no- 

thing could be. „ TE DRE | 
Sit William being now call'd upon from al! Quarters to 
withdraw, and gueſſirg where their Lenity would termi- 
nate, deſired the Senſe of the Houſe might be known by a 

veſtion, whether he ſhould withdraw, or no? This he 
had a Right to demand, and was the. only thing he had a 
Right 10, that was demanded, and not refuſed. So 
the Qeſtion was put, and the Teas carried it by a 
WES | Oh great 
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grert Majority. Accordingly, in Obedience to the Houfe, 
Sir Villiam withdtew i when, to the Conſternation of the 
Courciers, all thoſe who had voted aga init his withdraw- 
ing, to the Number of One Hundred and Thirty, or there- 
abouts, roſe from their Seats and went out along with him, 
reſolving not to proſtitute their Names to a Houſe which 
proceeded with ſo little Temper, and ſo directly contrary 
to Juſtice, to the Rules of that Houſe, and to the Liber. 
ties of Engliſhmen. a | | 

_ Upon which Occafion a Member of Note, who bath as 
few raſh Words to anſwer for as any Man, and who had 


diſtinguiſh d himſelf that Day in the Debate, could nor 


 forbear declaring, as | am well inform'd, That the Liber. 
ties of England withirew with them; hereby intimating, 
that when a Majority of that Houſe could act in ſo arbi- 
ttary a manner, in that particular Caſe, he took the whole 
Community to be in danger He likewiſe declar'd, that he 
once blam'd Lord Bolingbroke for retiring, but now he 
could not help commending that Noble Lord's Diſcern- 
ment, which foreſaw he was likely to fall into Hands in 
which no innocent Man could be ſafe. Po 
After the withdrawing of the Members, the remaining 
Part of the Houſe were afraid to run into the Extremities 
they at firſt defign'd, with regard to Sir IWilltant M yndham, 
becauſe it is probable they ſaw they had gone too far alrea- 
dy : But vet they came to the following Reſolutions: 
Reſolv'd, That Si, William Wyndham having reflefed. 
upon his Majeſty's Proclamation of the 15th of January 1aſt, 
for Calling a new Parliament, and having refuſed to juſtify 
his Charge, altho* often calPd-upon ſa to do, is gui iy of a 
great Indignity to His Majeſiy, and of a Breach of the 
Privilege of this Houſe. | | | 
> Order'd, That Sir William Wyndham be (for the ſaid 
Offence) reprimended, in his Place, by Mr. Speaket, 
Next Day, when the Houſe was fate, the Speaker, after 
ſome little Diſcourſe about Forms, rofe up and ſpoke thus 
to Sir Villiam Wyndham, who ſtood in his Place ancover'ds 
Sir William Wyndham, 8 5 
I am to acquaint you, that the Houſe has come to this 
Reſolution, That you he Reprimanded in your Place by me. 
Tou have preſum'd to reflect en His Majeſty's — 
1103 


tion, and made an unwarrantable Uſe of the Freedom f 


Speech granted by His Majeſiy. 1 
This Houſe has made their Moderation appear, and ſhewn 
their Lenity, by laying the mildeſt Cenſure your Offence was 
capable of. I am order'd to Reprimand you, and do Repri- 
mand you accordingly. 12 
To which Sir V illiam reply ds  —_ | 

Sir, Ireturn you my Thanks for what you bave done by 
the Duty of your Office, in ſo Candid and Gentlemanslike a 
Manner: As I am a Member of this Houſe, I very welt 
know I muſt acquieſce in the Determination of the Houſe. 

But I am not conſcious of any Indignity to His Majeſly, . 
or any Breach of the Privilege of this Houſe, and therefore 
I habe no Thanks to give thoſe Gentlemen, who, under: 
pretence of Leniiy, have brought this Cenſure upon me. 


Such was the Turn which this Affair took; and one 
may juſtly wonder, both that it went ſo high, and that it 
went no higher. The Buſineſs was, the Court · Party ſeem'd 
to have run themſelves quite out of Breath before they 
were aware, and ſo were forcd to make a halt to recover 
new Spirit. Neither did they act by Concert: It was a 
random Spark which ſet them in a Flame; they propos'd 
to make the moſt of it, and reckon'd upon a ſure and com- 
plete Conqueſt. But the unexpected Stand, which was 
made, broke their indigeſted Meaſures, and entirely diſ- 
concerted them. Bur now they ſeem reſolv'd to make all 
up, and effeQually to ſuppreſs any Spirit, whence they 
can apprehend future Oppoſition. They have upon tbe 
Anvil, a Scheme well and maturely temper d, temper'diby 
all Hands, Foreign and Domeſticb, and this is to do Won- 
ders, to enlighten the Blind, puniſn the Wicked, reward 
the Syfferers, without one Dram of Honeſty in the Com- 
poſition. . 

Their Committee of Secrecy, the exact Copy of that in 
Forty One, is to finiſh the Great Work they have at Heart. 
That was call'd the C/o/e Committee, and was appointed 
for much the ſame Purpoſe our Modern one is, had ſome 

of the ſame Names to adorn it, and the ſame Power: And 

as herein we have follow'd the Example of that Righteous 

Parliament, which was firſt fleſh'd in the Blood hy 
| a 
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> "Earl of Strafford, and afterwards in that of the Ro“? 
_» Martyr, which deſtroy'a Epiſcopacy, — overturn'd the | 
whole Laws: So it is likely we ſhall proceed; I hope not 
exactly in the {ame Steps, altho* we ſhall endeavour to 
keep as near our Original as we ckag. 
That nothing fair can be expected from them, may be 
Inferr'd from the Care taken, that none, but ſuch as are 
of the true Stamp, ſhould be Choſen of this Committee; 
And it appears how well the Matter was laid, becauſe 


upon the Ballot it was found, that between Sir Richard 


 Onflow, who had moſt Votes, Lord Conningsby who had 
the feweſt, the difference was incontiderable, Fifteen I 
think; a certain Sign that they did nor leave to Chance 
the Nomination of thoſe Men, who are todo the precious 
Work for them. Let any one compare the Steps taken by. 
the Parliament in Forty Oze, with what is now doing, and 
he need not be at a loſs to find the Compaſs by wiich we 
r „ nie 4, F6 
80, once more for the good of the Republick, innocent 
Words muſt be miſinterpreted, unguarded Expreſſions 
lirain;d and wreſted, and Particulars, which have no man- 
ner of relation to each other, muſt be clapt together, com- 
par d, and blended into Plots: Once more accumulated 
Treaſon muſt be brought forth to the Terror of all Well 
wiſhers to the Church and Conftirution:s and Perſecution 
in the Shape of a Committee, is to ſpread her Influence far 


* 


and near. 
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Sævit, & in lucem Stygiis emiſſa tenebris 
Pallida Tyfiphone, morbos agit ante metumg; 
' Tnque dies avidum ſurgens caput altins effert, 
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